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Birding Peru 
In the winter of 2005-2006 Herman van Oosten, Bas van de Meulengraaf, Tom van Noort and Raoul 
Beunen decided that a previous trip to Peru in 2003 needed a sequel. Sweet memories that were 
reinforced by beer and stories written by people who travelled through Southern America, like 
Charles Darwin, Henry Walter Bates, and Redmond O’Hanlon, strengthened their desires to return to 
the country that not only holds an enormous amount of bird species but also some of the rarest on 
earth. Reading the book A Parrot without a Name, written by Don Stap, which narrates the 
adventures of the famous ornithologists John O’Neill and Ted Parker, gave the last, though 
unnecessary, push. Peru is on par with Colombia about the national number of bird species: in both 
countries 1800+1 species have been recorded. Brazil is the only other country in the world that can 
keep up with these impressive numbers; despite being 8 times larger, the current number for this 
country is 1750. Ecuador has a list of 1600+ species, but is much smaller than both its neighbours2.  
During our previous trip we travelled roughly from Lima via central Peru to Arequipa and Puno to 
visit Lago Titicaca, only to continue via the mythical ruins of Machu Picchu towards the Tamabopata 
Reserve where part of the group ended the trip with a two weeks visit to the 
http://www.picaflor.org/ lodge in the Amazonian lowland forest.  
This time however, we decided to venture into the northern parts of Peru and to visit the Iquitos 
area. This region holds species like Orange-throated Tanager, White-winged Guan, Long-whiskered 
Owlet, Ochre-fronted Antpitta and many, many more.  
We started to read trip reports, dazzled through the Birds of Peru, the Birds of Ecuador and the Birds 
of Southern America, and contacted Wim ten Have of Tanager Tours to discuss possibilities, 
itineraries, and prices.  

                                                 
1 Wheatly (1994) mentiones 1700+ species for both countries, but new sightings and numerous splits have increased this 
already impressive number, even more. Currently over 1800 species have been recorded in Colombia while this number for 
Peru is 1780 or even higher. 
2 Information from www.fatbirder.com. 



 
Day Date Area Pg.nr Valqui 
1 Fr  15-sep-06  Batan Grande, to Limon E. 5.3 
2 Sa 16-sep-06  Limon, to A.Porculla E4.2 E4.3 
3 Su 17-sep-06  Abra Porculla, to Jaen (sem) 7.3 7.4 7.6 
4 Mo 18-sep-06  Tamborapa, to Imazitas  7.1 
5 Tu 19-sep-06  Boad trip towards OTT spot 7.2 
6 We 20-sep-06  OTT& to Imazita  
7 Th 21-sep-06  Imazita to La Florida 3.1 
8 Fr 22-sep-06  Rio Chido trail   
9 Sa 23-sep-06  A.Patricia high  
10 Su 24-sep-06  Ridge, Afluente to Aquas Verdes  
11 Mo 25-sep-06  Aqua Verdes, to Tarapoto  
12 Tu 26-sep-06  Tarapoto tunnel 5.1 
13 We 27-sep-06  Juan Guerra to Morro de Calzada 6.3 
14 Th 28-sep-06  Morro de Calzada to Abra Patricia 6.1 
15 Fr 29-sep-06  Abra Patricia & Afluente  
16 Sa 30-sep-06  Abra Patrica to Pedro Ruiz  
17 Su 01-okt-06  Pedro Ruiz to Leimebamba 2.5 
18 Mo 02-okt-06  Barro Negro,Balsas 2.3 
19 Tu 03-okt-06  ElLimon, to Celendin 2.1 
20 We 04-okt-06  Celendin-Cajamarca  
21 Th 05-okt-06 GrSpinetail & to Lima 1.2 
22 Fr 06-okt-06 Lima – Iquitos, flood plains  
23 Sa 07-okt-06 Iquitos, Allpahuayo-Mishana  
24 Su 08-okt-06 Iquitos, isla Iquitos  
25 Mo 09-okt-06 Iquitos, Allpahuayo-Mishana  
26 Tu 10-okt-06 Iquitos, Puerto Almendra  
27 We 11-okt-06 Iquitos, Allpahuayo-Mishana  
28 Th 12-okt-06 Iquitos, isla Iquitos  
29 Fr 13-okt-06 Iquitos – Lima, Flying back  

 



 
Day 1 – Friday 15 september   
Batan Grande to Limón    
Site 5.3 p. 208 

 
An early flight brought us from Lima to 
Chiclayo where Juvenal ‘Juve’ Ccahuana 
from Tanager Tours picked us up with his 
van. After a merry meeting up, we 
immediately left Chiclayo and drove 
toward Batan Grande, the first site we 
were going to visit. This drive gave us the 
first species, among which were Peruvian 
Thicknee, Savannah Hawk and two 
range-restricted Gray-backed hawks, 
which we saw very well and as it seems 
they were having a nest on top of a large 
cactus.  

Once at the Batan Grande area we started walking and 
quickly saw the species that are so typical for this area 
like Baird’s flycatcher, the weird-sounding Peruvian 
plantcutter and the rather beautiful Rufous 
Flycatcher. Other nice species encountered here were 
White-edged Oriole, Necklaced Spinetail, Gray & 
White Tyrannulet, White-tailed Jay, Harris’ 
Hawk, Collared Antshrike ssp bernardi and 
Superciliated Wren. Another stop brought us 
another target species, a small group of the rarely 
reported Tumbes Swallows which we saw very well 
and at close range in their lightly forested habitat. 
 
 
 

We left the area and started driving towards Olmos, the location of the rare White-winged Guan. 
Arriving at the start of the long road towards Quebrada Limon, we decided to have some lunch here. 
It proved to be an excellent stop as quickly Tumbes Sparrow, Rufous Flycatcher and the 
sometimes elusive Tumbes Tyrant were found even before Marcellino could finish the tuna-salad. 
Enjoying our lunch, we amazingly added another Gray-backed Hawk and an always cute Pearl 
Kite to our list.  
The drive towards the campsite, adding Collared warbling-finch to our list, took most of the 
afternoon. However, during a short exploration of the finally reached campsite, we saw our first 
White-headed Brush-finches, Elegant Crescentchest, Gray-breasted flycatcher and a fly-by 
Guayaquil Woodpecker, thus already making up for the dust-filled lungs! A Peruvian screech-
owl was calling just after dark, providing us with a nice atmosphere for a nice drink.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Day 2 – Saturday 16-september  
Limon, to Abra Porculla    
Site 4.2 p. 200  &  site 4.3 p. 203     
 
We got up early and waited for the local guide who 
was accompanying us for the walk into the valley. A 
Peruvian Pygmy-owl was watching us curiously from 
out of a tree and after about half an hour walk we 
reached the Holy Grounds. Once arrived, we started 
scanning the hillsides but initially in vain. Our guide 
found an Andean Tinamou and while watching this 
bird at fairly close range, we suddenly saw some large 
black birds with white wings flying in the distance of 
which the identification was pretty straightforward –
remember, we are in the neotropics! We continued 
walking towards the White-winged Guans and 
noticed about 6 of them. The valley contains some 
nice dry deciduous forest making it a nice area for bird 
watching in general and among the many species 
present we found Tumbes Hummingbird, White-
headed and White-winged Brush-finches, Pale-
browed Tinamou, Black-backed Sparrow, 
Speckle-breasted Wren, Ecuadorian Trogon and Pacific Elaenia.  
 
After a decent morning birding we left the area and started our long drive towards Abra Porculla, 
with a lunch, rice with chicken, in Olmos. The road starts to rise immediately after the turn from the 
Chiclayo – Piura road.  
After a few hours we arrived at the Porculla area. 
Without problems we found the first target species: 
Piura Chat-tyrant, Gray-chinned Hermit ssp. 
porcullae, Black-Cowled Saltator, Three-banded 
warbler, Chapmans Antshrike and some of us saw 
a Rufous-necked Foliage Gleaner, all of which are 
range restricted species. The Gray-and-gold warbler 
was seen by only one of us, unfortunately. 
We camped at a curve somewhere along the road.  

 
Day 3 Sunday 17-september 
Abra Porculla, to Jaen 
site 4.3 p. 203 & site 7.3 p. 260 
 
The morning was spent at Abra Porculla. 
The lower part of the ravine near a 
stream turned out to be a good spot for 
very good species as Henna-hooded 
Foliage-gleaner, Line-cheeked 
Spinetail and Piura Chat-tyrant. The 
foliage-gleaner is very hard to find until 
you start to lure them in with playback –
great success. The chat-tyrant was 
readily seen here, with about four birds 
seen this day. However, we failed (to 
our surprise) to find a catch-up Gray-
and-gold warbler here or anywhere else 
in the Porculla area! Since the ‘Find-me-
a-rufous-necked-foliage-gleaner’ action turned out to be less than a success here, we decided to 
check the place where some of us saw the species yesterday. We went up were we met Juve Along 
the road and he argued that the habitat at the lower places is supposed to be better. Just before we 



were going down again Tom mentioned he saw a large bird which was probably a foliage-gleaner. We 
decided to focus on this bird which turned out to be a smart choice. Indeed, after some frantic 
searching about, it proved to be a Rufous-necked Foliage-gleaner that was skulking through the 
bushes! All’s well that ends well. Now we followed Juve and walked a small trail along the steep 
slope. Here we saw nothing much of interest, except for another henna-hooded foliage-gleaner and 
Three-banded warbler –which were all very carefully checked… Around noon we arrived at the 
beginning of the road where Marcellino was waiting with the van; it was time to leave Porculla. 
 
We drove to Jaen. Somewhere along the road we 
stopped to look for Little Inca-finch and it was Tom 
who managed to find these birds quickly. A Sooty-
capped Flycatcher was also present, again of those 
species which range is restricted to southwest Ecuador 
and northwest Peru. 
 
We had lunch in Jaen and afterwards we took the road 
towards The Monastery. Nice birding here with a flock of 
Red-crested Finches in the banana plantation. In the 
bushes a Marañon crescentchest was spotted and 
lured in by sound. It gave excellent views. Other goods 
birds included another Little Inca-finch, Striped 
cuckoo, Lesser nighthawk, Ecuadorian Ground-
dove,Line-cheeked Spintail (ssp chinchipensis) and the shumbae race of Collared antshrike, a 
future split. 

 
Day 4 Monday 18 september 
Tamborapa, to Imazita. 
site 7.4 p. 261  & site 7.1 
 
Early morning we drove towards Tamborapa (site 7.4 Road to Chirinos). This dry forest is good for 
both easy and quality birding. Good species seen included: Marañon Spinetail, Buff-bellied 
Tanager, Yellow-olive Flycatcher, Line-cheeked Spintail (ssp chinchipensis) and a large group of 
Scarlet-fronted Parakeets.  
 
After birding in Tamporapa we started our drive 
towards Imazita. We stopped at a little village near 
Bagua Chica to have some lunch in a local restaurant. 
It was nicely decorated with the always present 
calendars, a bald chicken and a filthy dog. But we 
survived and continued our drive. We stopped only a 
few times but nevertheless saw some good species 
along the way, including a well observed male 
Amethyst Woodstar and Lafresnaye’s Piculet in 
the same bare tree. The drive proved to be a long one 
and we arrived in Imazita long after dark and totally 
crushed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 5 Tuesday 19 september 
Imazita towards Orange-throated Tanager spot 
site 7.2 p. 258 
 
The early morning was spent birding along the 
road just before Imazita, collecting species as 
the first Rufous-sided crake in a rice-paddy 
and Dark-breasted spinetail. Meanwhile Juve 
was looking and negotiating for a boat. After 
breakfast we packed our stuff and headed 
towards the river where Juve managed to 
organize a boat and boatman. It took some 
while before the boat was ready but around 
11.00 o’clock we finally left for Terra Incognito. 
From the boat we saw 6 very beautiful White 
Hawks on various spots along the river and 
after several hours by speedboat we arrived in 
the realms of the enigmatic Orange-throated Tanager. We decided that we’d be on the lookout for 
some sharp ridged hills where we might try for our bird and finally we saw one that looked perfectly 
fine and was conveniently located next to a small village. 
Our boatman negotiated with the local leaders and they agreed to welcome us. Immediately many 
people helped to carry our stuff to a large building in the centre of the town where Juve started 
explaining our business and showed the people (and especially the curious children) the binoculars 
and the birding books. It became clear from the various chiefs that they were familiar with the bird 
and that they even had their own name for it, “chico”. The whole village gathered at this building 
whereupon the chief held a welcoming speech, explaining to his fellow villagers what our purposes 
were and in what way our possibly findings could benefit the village. After this ceremony we were 
ready to leave and start our quest for the Orange-throated Tanager. To our surprise the whole 
village was joining us on the trails. It took us about half an hour to get to a small grassy pasture 
halfway the little hill close to the village, which was supposed to be the spot where the bird was 
reportedly seen. We and all other people sat down and started waiting. Some nice birds showed up, 
but no sign of tanager flocks.  
Tom spotted two Lettered Aracari’s a bit higher up 
and we continued to this new spot. Here more birds 
were present, including the coronata race of Blue-
crowned Manakin, and we started looking. Suddenly 
the people started shouting and pointing... something 
was calling out there. Also Herman recognised the 
sound by now of what was the unmistakable sound of 
a calling Orange-throated Tanager! There it was, 
surrounded by a large flock of tanagers: a large, bulky 
tanager with, well, an orange throat. We had some 
really good looks of the bird before it disappeared with 
the flock. The bird appeared somewhat sluggish in its 
behaviour, it was not active foraging as the other 
tanagers, rather, it was merely sitting leisurely in the 
top of a tree calling and singing –we did not complain 
however!  
Very happy we returned to the village where we were asked to join the daily soccer match, which 
Tom, Raoul and Juve did. Herman and Bas joined the chief with a stroll around the village and a dive 
in a shallow stream near the river and the sporty guys took a bath in a little stream somewhere in 
the forest after they finished the soccer game.  
Diner was served at the house of the chief and while we were waiting for our food he showed us the 
official garment of the chief. 
 
 
 
 



Day 6 Wednesday 20 September 
OTT spot and back to Imazita 
 
For today the chief had planned a long journey to another, somewhat higher, peak. This was 
supposed to be even a better place for birds since it was further away from the village. After some 
time we left together with the chief, the vice chief and some others. The first bird we encountered 
was a White-bearded Manakin. It proved to be a real skulker to some of us, but it proved to be 
very common too -they were calling everywhere. After a 
while it became clear that the trail wasn’t used for a 
long time, say, three years! At some points there wasn’t 
even much of an accessible trail left, making progress 
very slow. Luckily our guides had their machetes with 
them and they started to cut the trail right in front of 
us, which didn’t enhance birding very much either. 
Birdwise this was not a good way, but afterwards we 
can enjoy it. The “trail” got steeper and at some point 
we had to climb the bare, sharp edged rocks. Finally we 
reached the top of the hill which offered us some good 
views of the area, but unfortunately it did not prove to 
be a good spot for bird watching. Just a hawk-eagle was 
heard calling somewhere deep below. Totally disappointed and a bit frustrated we decided to return 
the same way. Going back was auto-pilot work until Herman heard some true antbirds. He and Raoul 
got views of a rufous antbird, which hid its head behind some leaves. Herman, expecting this bird to 
be a White-plumed antbird, suddenly obtained some brief but very clear looks of the bird and instead 
of seeing the distinctive head of the anticipated White-plumed antbird, he saw the at least as 
unmistakable head of a WHITE-MASKED ANTBIRD!  
The bird however disappeared as soon as it revealed its 
identity, never to be found again. Despite searching the 
area for an hour, we failed to find the bird again, much to 
the dismay of all. Upon request, the chief declared that 
this species is present here and that it is found with ants! 
We returned to the village and went for a swim in a little 
stream close to the river. Here we had a flyby Green 
Kingfisher. After our swim we had some food and packed 
our stuff. An hour later we said goodbye to be people and 
left for our return to Imazita. We arrived there at the end 
of the day, just as the Sand-coloured Nighthawks 
began to fly.  
In Imazita we celebrated our findings and our successful 
expedition with a crate of beer that Juve and Marcellino 
obtained from a local shop. 
 

Day 7 Thursday 21 September 
Back tot Bagua 
 
We left really early which was necessary to get to La 
Florida that day to make a first try for the Marvellous 
Spatuletail. Our first stop produced a Least Grebe and 
Great Antshrike. Stop number 4 produced two 
Golden-winged Tody-tyrants. A few other stops on 
the road were not really productive until Bas noticed a 
flock near the road. We stopped and started watching. 
To our great surprise the many birds that were present 
in this flock were very inactive. They just sat on some 
branches and offered us amazing views. It was 
surrealistic. Present were Gilded Barbet, Purple 
Honeycreeper,  Green Honeycreeper, White-lored 
Eurphonia, Masked Tanager, Blue Dacnis, Black-



faced Dacnis, Opal-rumped Tanager, Green-and-gold Tanager, Turquoise Tanager, and 
Yellow-bellied Tanager. A Moriche Oriole flew by.   
 
We had lunch in a restaurant with some curious waitresses. We continued and made a strategic stop 
to find Spotted rail. We barely set foot in the rice field when a Spotted Rail flew up. Also present 
were Black-capped Danacobis, Purple Gallinule and a Pearl Kite.  
We continued for a while and spotted some Fasciated Tiger-herons along the river. Meanwhile it 
was getting later and sunset was getting closer and hopefully we still could make it to the spatuletail 
spot before dark. After Pedro Ruiz the road started 
rising and we got closer and closer to La Florida. 
Finally Juve ordered Marcellino to stop. A nice bush in 
a small valley near the road was the place where it 
should happen, after passing Juve’s ‘own’ bush (where 
he often showed males to happy customers) which 
was not too attractive to hummers anymore since it 
was all burnt! One of the first birds to show up was a 
not so marvellous female Marvelous Spatuletail! 
Other species seen here were Blue-capped Tanager, 
Rufous-chested Tanager, Rufous-capped 
Antshrike ssp. Taczanowskii, White-sided 
Flowerpiercer, White-crowned Tapaculo, Blue-
and-white Swallow, Azara’s Spinetail, Bronzy 
Inca, and White-bellied Woodstar. We failed to find 
a male spatuletail, however.  
We stayed at a hotel in La Florida, a typical desolate Andes town.  

 
Day 8 Friday 22 September 
Chido Trail e.o. 
sites 3.1 p. 235, 3.2 p. 235, 3.3 p. 236  
 
Pale-billed Antpitta was our target for today and 
we left La Florida to go to the Rio Chido area. 
Marcellino brought us a good way up the 
mountain from where we started our walk in this 
very sad looking area where the forest is cut at 
many places and only meadows remain. The little 
remnant of forest was our only hope. 
Nevertheless our day started good with two 
Lulu’s Tody-tyrants. At the same spot we 
found some good flocks, with Plushcap, Black-
capped Hemispingus, Sword-billed 
Hummingbird and Capped Conebill. 
When we continued to look for better parts we 
heard a typical jay-like sound: White-capped 
Tanagers. These large birds flew around for some while, giving us some good views.  
We continued and found a Mountain Woodcreeper and a flock of Tanagers, including 2 
Grassgreen Tanager, Fawn-breasted Tanager, Saffron-crowned Tanager, Flame-faced 
Tanager and Beryl-spangled Tanager.  
Good forest was difficult to find however and we kept walking. During the walk in the meadows we 
had a high but well observed flyby White-rumped Hawk, a difficult bird. 



At a nice spot we found Black-and-green 
Fruiteater, the seldom seen Chestnut-
breasted Chlorophonia and White-banded 
Tyrranulet giving its distinctive call. We 
decided to return to the car and try some other 
part of the area. While we descended through 
the forest two hummingbirds draw our 
attention. The first was a highly desired 
Emerald-bellied Puffleg and the second a 
totally unexpected and very rare Mountain 
Advocetbill! The latter bird showed very well 
to some for a few seconds, perched at eyelevel, 
at about 4 meters distance –the first thing that 
struck us was the distinctively upturned bill! 
 
We had lunch, with a flyby White-capped 
Tanager, and drove down and started to walk the Rio Chido Trail. The lower part gave us some new 
birds as Andean Solitare, Blue-winged Mountain Tanager and a calling Hooded Tinamou. 
Higher up some good part with bamboo remains but we failed to find Pale-billed Antpitta. We 
continued through some cutting areas and found Streaked Tuftedcheek, White-winged Tanger 
and a Pauraque in the last remaining trees. Juve heard a Pale-billed Antpitta calling far away 
while we were looking at some trash birds. Much to our dismay the bird refused to call again once we 
joined Juve! We went down and drove to Abra Patricia. We had diner in the restaurant La Chachita 
and went to our hotel “El Paraiso” a few kilometres further along the road.  
During a night walk along the road around the pass area we heard a calling White-bellied Screech-
owl and a very distant Rufous-banded Owl.  

 
Day 9 Saturday 23 September 
AbraPatricia high  
sites 4 p. 238 and further. 
 
The morning was spent on the higher parts of Abra 
Patricia near the La Chachita Restaurant. We birded the 
roadsides and some of the trails. Best birds found 
included Sharpe’s Wren, Sulphur-bellied 
Tyrannulet, Hooded Mountain-tanager and Gray-
breasted Mountain Toucan. Several attempts to find  

Chestnut-crested  
Cotinga were in vain. 
After lunch we birded 
the road toward the 
ridge.  
 
 
Along the road we found Yellow-scarfed Tanager, Ecuadorian 
Tyrannulet, Yellow-throated Tanager, Inca Flycatcher and 
Metallic Green Tanager. At The Ridge the ‘midnight blue’ Royal 
Sunangel was present, showing itself very briefly. A small flowering 
bush below the start of the ridge was full of hummingbirds, including 
Violet-fronted Briliant, Booted Rackettail and Chestnut-
breasted coronet but the absolute star was the rare and hardly 
known Pink-throated Brilliant! We observed this bird, presumably 
a female, very well, hereby seeing the small pink throat patch 
(which did not reach the base of the bill), typical Heliodoxa sp. 
shape and even the white undertail covers. Belly white densely 
speckled with green, unlike the buffy underparts of H. rubinoides, 
for instance. Just before dark we left and made a failed attempt to 

see the Lyre-tailed Nightjars that were calling near Valle Hermosa. 



Day 10 Sunday 24 september 
Abra Patricia to Aquas Verdes 
 
This morning was spend at the Ridge-area. Without 
problems we finally found two Bar-winged 
Woodwrens that showed themselves, after playback 
of a taped Hemicorhina song, very beautiful at nearly 
an arm’s length distance! The Royal Sunangel was 
also present. We continued birding at the lower trail 
near the Ridge and here we found the highly desired 
Cinnamon-breasted Tody-tyrant, alas not visible 
for everyone. Beryl-spangled Tanger, Blue-naped 
Chlorophonia, Buff-thighed Puffleg and 4 Rufous-
tailed Tyrants showed very well however and the 
forest itself was great. Near the entrance, the Pink-
throated Brilliant was still present among the hummingbirds.  
The rest of the morning was used to bird the Afluente area. And again good birds were present: the 
Gray-mantled wren duplicate Ecuadorian Greytail, the already flight-identified Vermillion 
Tanager, White-eared Solitare, Blue-fronted Lancebill, Rufous-tailed Tyrant and Blue-
naped Chlorophonia 
 
A Yellow-throated Tanager proved to be the first bird of a good flock. 
‘Golden-faced’ tyrannulet (there is some debate going on whether the 
Zimmerius here is chrysops  or viridiflavus, because of vocal difficulties), 
Orange-eared Tanager, Blue-crowned Tanager, Blue-necked 
Tanager, Flame-faced Tanager, Subtropical Cacique, Deep-blue 
Flowerpiercer, Ecuadorian Piedtail, Speckle-chested Piculet, 
Golden-winged Manakin, Emerald Toucanet all were flying around 
and both Andean Cock-of-the-Rock and Red-ruffed Fruitcrow showed 
extremely well in the same tree and by times in one binocular’s view! 
Wow, and it was only noon when we finished this flock. We continued to 
Afluente to have lunch. The restaurant area proved to be good too as 
another flock was present here, including our first Huallaga tanager and 
Blackish antbird, besides the first Lined antshrike. 
 
After all these birds and our lunch we continued along the road and quite 
readily found the rare and endemic Ash-throated Antwren after 
playback! Unfortunately, this bird behaved in the typical Herpsilochmus 

way and remained hidden high up in the canopy, giving some of us only 
glimpses of him- or herself. 
Then we heard a lot of noise, thinking it came from human activity but Juve pointed out that it were 
displaying Andean Cock-of-the rocks. A Long-tailed Tyrant perched in a meadow and gave nice 
views. 
A vocal Black-and-white Tody-tyrant proved to be a real skulker, but finally we all obtained 
excellent views and heard another one calling. 
  
At the end of the day we arrived at Restaurant Ven y Vera close to Aquas Verdes. Here we would 
spend the night. The tents were placed on the courtyard and we sat down for dinner. At that moment 
it started to rain. Our tents were completely soaked and we decided to spend the night inside the 
restaurant. The dogs, chickens and cats were removed and the comfortable concrete floor was ours 
for the night. 



 
Day 11 Monday 25 September 
Aquas Verder to Moyobamba 
site 4.6 p. 244 & site 5, p. 245 
 
The next morning it was still raining and we had a breathtaking breakfast: fried eggs and the fries 
from last night or even older. We started birding the forest near the restaurant while Marcellino 
packed our tents. Here we found Napo Sabrewing, Plum-throated Cotinga, Plain Antvireo and 
Chestnut-eared Aracari. Later we made an effortless attempt to bird the nice area behind the 
village of Aquas Verdes but only a few birds were found here, like Burnished-buff Tanager, Scaled 
Pigeon, Golden-tailed Sapphire and Black-breasted Mango.  
The rain made us change our original plans and instead of going to Morro de Calzada we continued to 
Tarapoto. The rest of the day was spent driving. It rained all the time. 

 
Day 12 Tuesday 26  september  
Tarapoto tunnel 
site 5.2 p. 247 
 
We left early to drive to the tunnel area, north of 
Tarapoto. When we arrived it was very misty and cold. 
Even our guide from Cusco found it cold! Bird activity 
was extremely low.  
Later that day we continued along the road to the area 
where Dotted-Tanager is regularly seen. Unfortunately 
we could not find this bird, but other good birds like 
Blue-banded Toucanet, Bluish-fronted Jacamar, 
Chestnut-crowned Becard, Short-billed 
Honeycreeper (plenty), Gray-breasted Sabrewing, 
Koepcke’s Hermit, and Wire-crested Thornbill 
were found.  
So a long day in this fantastic valley but the harvest 
was meagre. We returned to Tarapoto and hoped the 
next day would be better. 
 

Day 13 Wednesday 27 September 
Tarapoto, Morro de Calzada 
site 6.3, p. 256 
 
Today we would visit Quebrada Upaquihua and Juan Guerra two sites south of Tarapoto. The first site 
is a long drive from Tarapoto, about 1-2 hours. Along the way we saw Oriole-Blackbirds and 
Yellow-headed Caracaras. The first birds we saw when we arrived were two Hook-billed Kites. 
Other skulkers found in the bushes were White-bellied Pygmy-tyrant, Chestnut-throated 
Spinetail, Rusty-backed Antwren, the Huallagae form of Northern Slaty-Antshrike and a 
calling Russet-crowned Crake. After two unidentified hermits passed us we could positively identify 
a Planalto Hermit the third time we saw a hermit.  
Tom saw a rail in the bushes but we could not relocate the bird.  
Although we found some good birds at this location it is the questions whether it is worth the long 
drive. Especially because the Juan Guerra area, which we visited afterwards, is also very good.  
At the Juan Guerra site the bushes between the road and the river are filled with birds. We easily 
found Ashy-headed Greenlet and the Huallagae form of Northern Slaty-Antshrike. Other birds 
included Sulphur-bellied Tyrant-Manakin, White-browed Antbird, Blue-crowned Motmot, 
Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin, Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant, Chestnut-capped Puffbird, Black-tailed 
Flycatcher, Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet and Bluish-fronted Jacamar all at the same place.  
 
In the afternoon we returned to Tarapoto to collect our stuff and we drove to Morro de Calzado. We 
arrived there around 16.00-17.00 h. We walked around in the area just before the reserve and found 
Lettered Aracari  and several Swallow-wings. Tom spotted some rail and when we tried to find 



them we flushed a Striped Owl. The forest was filled with 
mosquitoes and we quickly continued to our camp site. 
Here a Pale-breasted Thrush was singing and at dusk 
the owls became active, Spectacled Owl, Tropical 
Screech-Owl and Barn Owl were calling. Rufous 
Nightjars were calling everywhere and when we went to 
sleep Herman heard one calling in the tree above his tent.  
Just before dark Raoul spotted a Swallow-wing on the 
ground in front of him. One second later the bird had 
disappeared, but he was 
sure nothing flew away. A 
closer look showed a small 
hole in the ground and 
when we looked into it we 
saw that the bird was 
nesting here. When it came 
out Tom was able to catch it 
so we could make some 
pictures of this bird. 
 
 
 

Day 14 Thursday 28 September 
Morro de Calzada 
site 6.1, p. 254 
 
This day we climbed the lonely rock. The trail is very 
steep and it is exhausting to climb it. The views were 
great, but unfortunately bird activity was extremely 
low. We only saw a few birds. At some point Herman 
and Bas decided to return while Tom and Raoul 
continued to the top. It was lonely at the top, but they 
have a toilet with a view. A Striolated Puffbird and a 
Lacrimose Mountain-Tanager were present too. 
After a quick decent we reunited and found out that 
that Juve had seen a Fiery-capped Manakin. We 
walked on and spotted an extremely little 
hummingbird with a red crest; a coquette. Fortunately 
it gave us some excellent looks and we found out that 
it was a male Rufous-crested Coquette, accompanied by another male. Other nice birds here 
included Plain-winged antshrike and Zimmer's Antbird. 
At the campsite we had breakfast, packed our stuff and had some final looks. Near the road a family 
of three Short-tailed Pygmy-tyrant, one of the smallest birds on earth, was found.  
  
We had lunch somewhere near Aquas Verde where we taped in a 
Blackish Rail and continued to the Afluente area.  Here we 
bumped into yet another flock. This area is rather reliable for flocks 
it seems. The flock held Plain Antvireo, Equatorial Greytail, 
White-banded Tanager, Speckle-breasted Piculet, Lemon 
Browed-Flycatcher and Golden-eared Tanager. 
Originally we planned to hike the LSU-trail but for weather and 
safety reasons we returned to “El Paraiso” close to the pass.  
 

 
 
 
 



Day 15 Friday 29 September 
Abra Patrica 
 
We first birded the higher region of the pass, still no Chestnut-crested Cotinga but a calling Golden-
headed Quetzal was nice. 
After the short stroll we headed towards Campemento Garcia for the antpitta trail. Here we would try 
our luck for the Ochre-fronted Antpitta. We walked a bit along the very muddy trail and chose a spot 
to listen. After hearing no antpitta’s calling we decided to help our luck a bit and played the song of 
the antpitta (thanks Wim!) and immediately it responded. We heard an Ochre-fronted Antpitta! It 
decided that we were no treat for his territory so it came no closer. 
After this successful attempt we headed towards “El Paraiso” for some food. Along the way up we 
had a White-capped Dipper and three Hooded Mountain-Tanagers. After lunch and a small walk 
at the pass we headed down again.  
Between Afluentes and Llanteria we had another flock with a Black-and-white Becard, Equatorial 
Greytail, a stunning Lemon-breasted Barbet, Olivaceous Woodcreeper, Orange-eared 
Tanager and Golden-eared Tanager. A Black-mandibled Toucan was singing at the 
background. 
We spend the night again at “El Paraiso” 

 
Day 16 Saturday 30 September 
Abra Patrica  and heading towards Pedro Ruiz in the afternoon 
 
Early morning we made a new attempt to see the Ochre-fronted 
Antpitta. The first bird we saw when we got out of the car was a 
Rufous-bellied Nighthawk. A few birds were flying around 
until just after sunrise and gave us some good look. The antpitta 
refused to call, making it almost impossible to find it. A Bar-
winged Wood-wren and a couple of Lulu’s Tody-tyrants were 
present though. After breakfast we went again to the Afluente 
area and found some nice birds. First Raoul spotted a White-
eared Solitear, and a Blue-naped Chlorophonia. Again we 
caught up with a flock again which still held new species like 
Lanceolated Monklet, Pale-eyed Thrush, Variegated 
Brystle-tyrant and a male Andean Cock-of-the-rock. Further 
on a Fork-tailed Woodnymph flew by and 3 Speckle-
breasted Piculets and a Canada Warbler were found in the 
same tree. 
 
Around noon we returned to La Florida to look for a male 
Marvellous Spatuletail. Despite searching many good spots we 
failed to find one. We found some females and younger males 
and a not fully equipped male instead. Andean Emerald and Chestnut-backed Brush-finch were 
also present. 
On the way to Pedro Ruiz we stopped near the road to check a tree with plenty of hummingbirds. 
Unfortunately only lots of White-bellied Hummingbirds and Sparkling Violetears but no Little 
woodstar. 
In Pedro Ruiz we had an extremely diner, meaning that we got twice as much as all other people. 
Fortunately Juve and Marcellino showed that those little Peruvians can eat much, very much and 
they finished our left-overs so we could focus on our buckets of fruit salad.  
After dinner we made a little walk through the town and saw and heard how a little female dog was 
treated by a much larger male. When we left the next morning he was still following her.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 17 Sunday 01 October 
P.Ruiz to Leimebamba 
site 2.5 p. 232 & 2.4 p. 231 
 
Today we spend most of the time driving from Pedro Ruiz to 
Leimebamba. The first stop in order to find a little woodstar were 
fruitless. The next stops in the canyon were more productive with  
Peruvian Pigeons, an Eastern Kingbird, Golden-rumped 
Euphonia’s, Blackish Rail, Black-necked Woodpecker, 
Marañon Thrushes, and Torrent Tyrannulet. A couple of 
Baron’s Spinetail  gave us some identification problems.  
A stop near a small town produced several Marañon thrushes 
and a pair of Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush gave excellent 
views.  
At night we celebrated Raoul’s birthday with some beers and a 
DVD with some classical ’70 and ’80 movie songs.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 18 Monday 02 October 
Barro Negro & Balsas 
sites 2.4 p. 231 & 2.3 p. 229 
 
An early start brought us out of Leimebamba towards 
the mountains here. After some driving we stopped 
near a spot that was burned down completely. A sad 
looking Juve gave away that something was not good. 
This burned down place was the spot for Russet-
mantled Softail. Now only burned earth remained. 
Although we spend the rest of the morning wandering 
around in the remaining patch of forest we failed to 
find the softail. The few birds that were present 
couldn’t make up for this sad experience.  
We continued uphill and passed the Abra Barro Negro 
Pass. Here we tried to tape in a Rufous Antpitta that 
was calling very close by, but only Juve managed to 
see it. The road down towards the Marañon River was 
a long one. The views were spectacular. The top was covered in the mist. Once in the valley we could 
see the steep walls along which the roads winds down. We only stopped to check a Shrike-tyrant 
which turned out to be a Black-tailed Shrike-tyrant 
and to see our first Buff-bridled Inca-finches.  
When we reached the lower part we made a stop to 
look into the valley. This desert landscape is the place 
to look for the yellow-faced parrotlet. We quickly 
continued because we needed all our time to look for 
this nomadic species. The area where they live is large 
and not everybody manages to find them. Therefore 
we had planned one afternoon and if necessary an 
extra morning for our search.  
A few kilometres before Balsas Juve stopped to change 
places with Marcelino. Just before he got in the car 
again he stopped and listened. He made clear that we 
had to get out of the van immediately. Some 



parrotlets were calling in a nearby tree. It took a minute or two before we spotted them, the 
Yellow-faced Parrotlets. After a while 3 of them flew away but one moved to another tree where it 
gave fantastic looks. Herman could tape it very well and Bas managed to get some good pictures. 
Our mission was finished before it had begun. Very happy we drove to Balsas and had lunch there.  
After lunch we continued through the Marañon Valley, a very beautiful dry landscape, with some 
scattered cactuses and trees. We made one stop here and found Buff-bridled Inca-finch and some 
more Yellow-faced Parrotlets. 
 
We continued to the place where we would stay the 
night. Early morning was the best time to find the 
target birds for this spot. While Juve was looking for a 
place to camp we walked around a bit. One of the first 
birds we found was a Grey-winged Inca-finch. 
Although a bit skulky it gave good looks. We continued 
searching and soon found the Chestnut-backed 
Thornbird, the other target bird for this place. So 
without problems we managed to do a really good job 
this day.   

 
 
Day 19 Tuesday 03 October 
Hacienda Limon, to Celendin 
site 2.2 p. 229 & 2 p. 227 
 
This morning we continued towards Celedin. We stopped near some bushes to search (in vain) for 
the Rufous-breasted Warbling Finch that was seen here some time long ago. At this time Juve 
realised that we were ahead of our schedule. Originally we planned to stay the night in Celedin, but 
that would imply spending all the afternoon there. Instead we chose to camp somewhere near Cruz 
Conga. We continued towards Cruz Conga and made some stops on the way. During one of these 
stops we heard a calling Rufous Antpitta (race Cajamarcae) but failed to tape it in.  
 
We spend the afternoon looking for a White-tailed 
Shrike-tyrant but only found Black-billeds. A Rufous-
webbed Tyrant was a nice catch however. Other 
birds where Black Metaltail and Paramo pipit 
 
While it was getting later and almost dark we started 
looking for a place to camp. Although it did not look 
very attractive we had not much choice and camped 
somewhere at 3600m, near the road. Before dark we 
found Bar-winged Cinclodes, Pectoral Sandpiper, 
Puna Teal and after sunset we heard a calling Stripe-
headed Antpitta and a displaying Puna Snipe flew 
close by.  

 
Day 20 Wednesday 04 October 
Celendin-Cajamarca 

 
The next morning we quickly went up and started 
walking to get warm. As soon as the sun started 
shining the temperature started rising. One of the first 
birds we found was a Taczanowski’s Ground-
tyrant. A beautiful grey bird. A bit further on a 
Stripe-headed Antpitta was calling and this time it 
was standing on a rock so we finally saw an antpitta! 
At that time Juve picked us up and we continued 
towards Cajamarca. We made several stops and 



walked on the puna in order to find a White-tailed Shrike-tyrant. Although they are much bulkier and 
have a much larger bill they are quite hard to find because most shrike-tyrants are very shy. Getting 
good looks is difficult. But we managed to find two White-tailed Shrike-tyrants! One flying by, 
giving us good views of the enormous bill and one in the fields. We continued to walk through the 
puna area while Juve got back to the car to pick us up. During our walk we found a Many-striped 
Canastero. Although the bird flew a few times, most of the time it was running away from us. And it 
was running really fast. A very funny sight.  
After this great morning we drove to Cajamarca. We made another stop somewhere near the road to 
look for Jelski’s Chat-tyrant and Rufous-eared Brush-finch. Both birds were found with ease. 
Quickly we continued because we had an appointment with one of the rarest hummingbirds in the 
world. Just outside Cajamarca we had lunch near a small river. First we added a Rusty-crowned 
Tit-spinetail to our list but we had to wait some while to find our target bird. After scanning millions 
of bromelias finally there it was! A beautiful male Grey-bellied Comet was visiting some flowers 
close to the road and was later joined by a female. What a bird! Wroaw! 
 
After this success we went to our hotel to enjoy the last evening of our trip with Juve and Marcellino. 
We had diner in a fancy restaurant and made a long walk through the town. It was hard to find a 
place to drink some beer. When we finally found something it proved to be an expensive place; one 
beer for 25 soles. This was not our place and we walked on. Maybe it had to do something with the 
fact that the beer came with 2 chica’s. Totally dried out we ended up in a restaurant where we had 
some good beers. 
 

Day 21 Thurday 05 October 
Great Spinetail 
 
Again we had to get up early. We left at 5.30 for a drive towards San Marcos. This is the place where 
the rare Great Spinetail can be found. The area is not really big, but the dense bushes and scrub 
make it a hard place to bird. We spend a lot of time 
searching, but only at the very end of the valley we 
heard and saw the Great Spinetails. Several birds 
were flying around and gave good looks.  
While walking around we disturbed a Curve-billed 
Tinamou. These were the last good birds of the first 
part of the trip. Although we missed some target 
species and a lot of more common species of the lower 
parts of Abra Patricia we had seen 554 species 
including some really good ones during these three 
weeks.  
 
After lunch Juve (right) and Marcellino (left) dropped 
us at the airport and we flew to Lima to spend the 
night there.  
 
Day 22 Friday 6 October 
 
Today we had to get up really early to be in time for our 
6.00 h. flight to Iquitos. It proved to be difficult to get a 
taxi however and it was quite late when we arrived at 
the airport. The queues for domestic flight were as long 
as ever and in the end we got through all the lines just 
in time. The flight was nice and a few hours later we 
landed in Iquitos. Rob was already waiting outside the 
airport. We chartered some mototaxi and went to the 
hostel. We had some breakfast and walked along the 
boulevard. The water was low at this time of the year 
but nevertheless the view of the river and the forest 
behind it was amazing. Both Large-billed and Yellow-billed Tern were flying around and a group 



of approximately 500 Southern Martin hung around the boulevard.  
Around noon we accompanied Rob to the riverside where he had to do some fieldwork. Meanwhile we 
could look for birds, especially some special waders. The first birds we encountered were White-
headed Marsh-tyrant and Red-breasted Blackbird. At bit further on it was much wetter and here 
we flushed some Purple Gallinules and a small crake. The crake proved to be a Gray-breasted 
Crake. We walked on and a larger wader flew up, our first Upland Sandpiper. This species was 
very common and during our walk we saw about 20 of them at several places near the river. We 
needed more time to find our other target wader. Finally a group of waders were flushed and after 
flushing them a few more times, we got excellent views of 10 Buff-breasted Sandpipers along the 
river. They preferred the more open parts. These waders visit the wetlands of Iquitos only for a short 
time. Other nice species were: Lesser Hornero, Bank Swallow,a early migrant Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher and Lined Seedeater. With both target species seen we could leave for some 
refreshments. This was necessary because birding at noon in an open area is exhausting and a 
sunstroke is easily caught. The rest of the day we rested.  
 

Day 23 Saturday 07 October 
 
We left early morning and took a taxi (15 soles?) to the Allphahuayo-Mishana reserve. We entered 
not at the main entrance but a bit further up the road, next to a stand of shops on the right side of 
the road. The vegetation here is different from other tropical rainforests around Iquitos because of 
the poor white-sand soil. The trees are thin and low and there is relative good visibility. We walked 
some trails here and birded the area. Birding is slow but rewarding! White-crowned Manakins 
were everywhere. Other birds we found here were Saffron-crowned Tyrant-manakin, Yellow-
browed Antbird, Ancient antwren, White-necked Jacobin and several Pearly Antshrikes. 
Bright-rumped Attila and Citron-bellied Attila were heard. We also found the very rare and local 
Allphahuayo Antbird. The latter had a small ring around his leg. We failed to find the distinctive 
form of Fuscous Flycatcher which also occurs here.  
Because most of us were still tired and sick from yesterday’s sunstroke we left around noon and did 
no birding but relaxing for the rest of the day. After sunset we saw a flying Striped Owl, a birds that 
was seen on most evenings in Iquitos. 
 

Day 24 Sunday 08 October 
 
In the morning we took a ferry to Isla Iquitos where we hoped to find some good “island species”. 
We walked a small trail that lead us to the other side of the island. The first bushes we found 
Caqueta Seedeater, Lesser Hornero and Barred Antshrike. We tried our luck and played the 
song of Castelnau’s Antshrike. Immediately a bird responded somewhere. A few moments later a 
male Castelnau’s Antshrike was a couple of meters above our heads. We continued and found a 
perched Snail Kite. We also added Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture, Green Kingfisher, 
Cinereous Becard, Spotted Tody-flycatcher, Orange-headed Tanager and Fuscous 
Flycatcher to our list.  
After some walking we found a “cold spot”. Rob, our guide, explained that such place is a good for 
birds as well as for birdwatcher because they offer an escape from the heat. Well he was certainly 
right because within a few minutes we found White-winged Becard, Parker’s Spinetail, 
Bicoloured Conebill, Alder Flycathcer, Olive-spotted Hummingbird and Dark-billed Cuckoo.  
When we continued our walk we saw a Black-collared Hawk flying over. Unfortunately the 
spinetails were very skulking at this time of the day and only Raoul managed to identify a Dark-
breasted Spinetail. Tom found a Plain-breasted Piculet. Further on Black-and-white Antbird, 
Riverside Tyrant, Lesser Wagtail-tyrant and a Little Woodpecker were found. With several 
island species seen, our expedition was a success and we returned to Iquitos by boat. 

 
 
Day 25 Monday 09 October 
 
Today we made our second visit to the Allphahuayo-Mishana reserve. This time we focussed on the 
more southern part in order to find the recently described Allpahuayo Gnatcatcher. In the early 
morning the temperature is nice but very soon it is getting warmer (hot) and birding becomes hard 



work. After arriving at the guard-post of the reserve we followed a road that lead into the forest and 
we followed it till the clearing with some palms. Along the way lots and lots of birds were seen, 
including: Mishana Tyrannulet, Slender-footed tyrannulet, Ancient Antwren, Zimmer’s 
Antbird, Mouse-coloured Antshrike, Violaceous Trogon, White-tailed Trogon, Zimmer’s 
Flatbill, Black-eared Fairy, Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher, Yellow-billed Jacamar, Short-billed 
Honeycreeper, Black-capped Becard, Pink-throated Becard, Yellow-throated Woodpecker, 
Blue Ground-Dove, White-lored Tyrannulet , White-necked Puffbird and two Spangled 
Cotingas far away from the clearing. After this hot day of birding we left the reserve at around 
15.00 and took a taxi back to Iquitos to cool of a bit and replenish our lost fluids with some local 
beers. 
 

Day 26 Tuesday 10 October 
 
This day we went to the village of Puerto Almendra. Here one can 
find a wet varzea and floodplain forest with many trails. The forest 
is used as a herbarium by a university. Although bird activity was 
low and most birds were shy we managed to see some good ones. 
Almost the first bird we spotted was a Point-tailed Palmcreeper 
in the village itself. In a tree next to the forest were a Slender-
footed Tyrannulet and a Piratic Flycatcher. Once in the forest 
one of the first birds was a Paradise Jacamar high up in a dead 
tree. This part of the forest is wet! So while jumping over streams 
and balancing over fallen trees there was even time for some 
birding. A pair of Coraya wren was noise whilst a Bright-rumped 
Attila flew from its nest when we approached. A White-eyed 
Tody-tyrant was singing while some Purple-throated 
Fruitcrows were calling but did not came into view. 
 
We left this part of the forest, crossed the road and entered a 
somewhat drier forest. 3 Yellow-bellied Dacnis were in one tree in the open part of the forest. 
Following a path deeper into the forest we came across a nice part of forest. Here we had a female 
Wire-tailed Manakin, again Pearly Antshrikes and a Stiple-throated Antwren. While looking 
for a nice trail to follow we flushed a Ruddy Quail-dove. From here the forest was getting wet again. 
Really wet! But that did not stop us. We went on but 
not many birds were seen. Maybe because we had to 
look at our feet to much, so we would not sink into the 
mud. Just before we were on the road again, Rob had 
to do some fieldwork en we went to the first patch of 
forest again. A group of birds drew our attention: 2 
males of the rarely seen White-bellied Dacnis were 
together in one very open tree. This species is rare all 
over its range but that is seen more often in this area. 
Next to these were three freshly arrived Swainson’s 
Thrushes, a Hauxwell’s Thrush and a Sirystes. Soon 
after we left the forest we were waiting for a taxi to 
take us back to Iquitos. But before we took a bus we 
found a Sulphury Flycatcher and a Glittering-throated 
Emerald. Finally a taxi bus came and the crowded bus 
took us back to Iquitos.  
While sipping on a beer at the boulevard a Ladder-tailed nightjar flew by in the lights of the street 
lanterns.  

 
Day 27 Wednesday 11 October 
 
Today was the last time we would visit Allphahuayo-Mishana. We hoped to find all the species we 
missed during our previous visits. First we went looking for the Fuscous Flycatcher, but instead we 
found a very cooperative but seldom encountered Cinnamon neopipo. Rob’s impressions of a 



hummer were good for attracting Hermits. They almost 
came to close to use our bins! He lured a Rufous-bellied 
Hermit and a Black-throated Hermit in. The other few 
birds we saw here were Red-legged Honeycreeper and 
again lots of White-crowned Manakins. 
From here we went slowly towards the guard house. Along 
the way we bumped into a male Scale-breasted Antbird, 
accompanied by a Black-faced Antbird. On the big track 
towards the field again a lot of birds were seen, including 
White-necked Jacobin, Gould’s Jewelfront, Chestnut-
winged Hookbill, a stunning Great Jacamar and a Zone-
tailed Hawk flew over. 
As we headed back to the road we saw the same army ants 
again that we had seen earlier at the same place, but this 
time there seemed more activity. While finding out were 
they were going to, we saw 2 Bicolored Antbirds which 
also followed the ants. What a crackers and we saw them 
really close by. While searching for a White-plumed 
Antbird that Rob had seen Herman saw a Collared 
Puffbird which was soon admired by all of us. 
The ride back was a comfortable one because we had a bus with a movie! And not just a movie but a 
movie with superhero Dolf Lundgren? 
 

Day 28 Thursday 12 October 
 
Our final day in Iquitos was spent with another trip to Isla Iquitos in the hope to find some extra 
island species (and all other species for Bas because he missed the previous trip). We found most 
birds we saw the previous time but this time we also had good views of Red-and-white Spinetail, 
White-bellied Spinetail and Parker’s Spinetail. Soon it was getting really hot and we returned to 
the city to have some rest and pack our stuff.  
In the evening we were invited to Robs place and watched the gathering of thousands and thousands 
of Southern Martins which came to spend the night at Iquitos. Over 40.000 were seen! 
 

Day 29 Friday 13 October 
Flying back from Iquitos to Lima and flying towards Madrid en Amsterdam.  
14 October we arrived back home. 
 
We had an early morning flight to Lima where we 
could leave the airport just before noon. We took a 
taxi to La Punta. From here it is possible to see some 
of the seabirds that are present near the coast of Peru. 
This trip was very successful and we added 22 new 
species to our impressive list. Especially Tom was 
really content because most birds were new to him. 
Inca Tern, Common tern, Black Skimmers, Red-
footed Cormorant, Blackish and American 
Oystercatcher, Grey-headed Gull, Peruvian 
Pelican, Peruvian Booby and a Laughing Gull 
amongst others. Waders included Least Sandpiper, 
Western Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, 
and Whimbrel.  
 
Around 3 o’clock we went back to the airport and spend our last hours in Peru. This was the end of 
an adventures and very successful trip.  
 

 


